
From: Board.Secretary  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2015 12:35 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Correspondence: Support Letters for SB 321, SB516; MAP21; Eshoo Support Letter; City 
Mayors - Regional Transportation Issues 
 
VTA Board of Directors: 
 
We are forwarding to you the following:  
 
From Topic 
City Mayors Regional Transportation Issues 
Honorable Congresswoman 
Anna Eshoo 

Support Letter for Contra Costa Transportation Authority 

Chairperson Perry Woodward Support Letters for the following: SB 321 (Beall) and SB 516 
(Fuller); and MAP-21 

 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 N. First Street 
San Jose, CA 95134 
408.321.5680 
board.secretary@vta.org 
 
 
 

mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


 
 

   

                        
 
August 27, 2015 
 
The Honorable Perry Woodward, Chair 
Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street 
San Jose, CA  95134-1906 
 
Dear Chair Woodward: 
  
The Mayors and City Managers of West Valley and North County cities have been 
meeting in recent weeks to discuss regional transportation issues and our common 
interests in addressing the transportation-related needs of our residents and businesses. 
A commitment to an innovative, intermodal and geographically balanced 
transportation vision for Santa Clara County is critical to the continued growth and 
vitality of the Silicon Valley as well as the quality of life of its residents. 
  
The Valley Transportation Authority’s (VTA’s) current effort to update the list of 
projects to be included in the Valley Transportation Plan (VTP) 2040 provides Valley 
leaders with a critical opportunity to shape a new and transformative long-range vision 
for transportation in Santa Clara County.  
 
Representatives of the West Valley and North County cities believe that in addition to 
VTP project requests submitted from each city, a stronger “systems” perspective is 
needed to support an integrated regional strategy and decisions on future mass transit 
investments. Specifically, the cities signing this letter respectfully request that the VTA 
initiate a comprehensive study, leading to an alternatives analysis and formal Federal 
environmental review process and clearance, to develop a system-wide plan that 
integrates future mass transit investments in Santa Clara County with connections to 
other counties, via such systems as Caltrain, as well as community-level systems and 
“first/last mile” strategies. The study’s initial focus should be on the Highway 85/U.S. 
Route 101/State Route 237/Interstate 280 corridors, recognizing the changing dynamics 
of commute patterns within the Peninsula, East Bay and southern Santa Clara County 
that affect West Valley and North County cities.  
 
The undersigned cities all agree that it is imperative that work on this study begin as 
soon as possible, so that the study can inform near-term project funding decisions, and  
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that the study process include the  consideration of the formation of a joint powers 
advisory board.  
 
Thank you for your attention to this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Jeffrey Cristina, Mayor  
City of Campbell 

John McAlister, Mayor 
City of Mountain View 
 

  
Rod G. Sinks, Mayor 
City of Cupertino 

Karen Holman, Mayor 
City of Palo Alto 
 

  
Jan Pepper, Mayor 
City of Los Altos 
 

Howard Miller, Mayor 
City of Saratoga 

  
Courtenay C. Corrigan, Mayor 
Town of Los Altos Hills 

James Griffith, Mayor 
City of Sunnyvale 
 

 

 

Marcia Jensen, Mayor 
Town of Los Gatos 

 

 
cc: Nuria Fernandez, General Manager, VTA 
 VTA Board of Directors 
 Carl Guardino, Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
 Mark Linder, City Manager, City of Campbell 
 David Brandt, City Manager, City of Cupertino 
 Marcia Somers, City Manager, City of Los Altos 
 Carl Cahill, Town Manager, Town of Los Altos Hill 
 Les Whiles, Interim Town Manager, Town of Los Gatos 
 Daniel H. Rich, City Manager, City of Mountain View 
 James Keene, City Manager, City of Palo Alto 
 James Lindsay, City Manager, City of Saratoga 
 Deanna Santana, City Manager, City of Sunnyvale 







 
 
 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Members of the California State Assembly 
 
FROM: Perry Woodward, Chairperson 
  Board of Directors 
  Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
 
DATE:  August 27, 2015 
 
RE:  Support for SB 321 (Beall) 
 
 
The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) respectfully requests your support for SB 321 
(Beall) when this bill comes before the Assembly for a vote.  This legislation changes the methodology 
used by the Board of Equalization to set the rate for the variable or “priced-based” portion of the state’s 
gasoline excise tax in order to reduce the overall volatility of this revenue stream. 
 
As you will recall, the variable gas tax is a product of the complex transportation funding swap that was 
initially enacted by the Legislature in 2010 and then reaffirmed in 2011 in order to correct a series of 
problems that resulted from the passage of several ballot measures in November 2010.  Under the 
transportation funding swap, the state’s share of the sales tax on gasoline was eliminated and replaced 
with a variable excise tax that the Board of Equalization is required to adjust annually to ensure that the 
same amount of money is being collected as by the previous sales tax.  Revenues derived from the 
variable gas tax are allocated to cities and counties for local streets and roads; to the State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP); and to the State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP). 
 
SB 321 is intended to maintain the revenue-neutrality of the transportation funding swap, but protect 
against wide swings that could result from the annual adjustments to the variable gas tax rate.  
Specifically, the bill requires the Board of Equalization to calculate the adjustment based on a five-year 
average that relies on actual fuel price data from the previous four fiscal years and estimated fuel prices 
for the current fiscal year, as opposed to using a fuel price forecast for just the upcoming fiscal year.  
This change prevents disproportionate impacts that could result from periods of unusually low or high 
gas prices. 
 
Because SB 321 would substantially “smooth out” the impact of any adjustments to the variable gas tax 
rate and, thus, reduce volatility, we respectfully seek your support for this measure.  Thank you for your 
consideration of our request. 
 



 
 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Members of the California State Senate 
 
FROM: Perry Woodward, Chairperson 
  Board of Directors 
  Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
 
DATE:  August 28, 2015 
 
RE:  Support for SB 516 (Fuller) 
 
 
The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) respectfully requests your support for SB 516 
(Fuller) when this bill comes before the Senate for concurrence in Assembly amendments.  SB 516 
modernizes state law to allow a Service Authority for Freeway Emergencies (SAFE) to fund a variety of 
motorist-aid programs in addition to roadside call boxes. 
 
As you may know, under current state law, local governments are authorized to establish SAFEs, which 
may impose a $1 vehicle registration surcharge to provide funding for motorist-aid programs.  The first 
priority for SAFE funds is the implementation and operation of roadside call-box systems.  Any 
revenues in excess of the amount needed for call boxes may be used for other motorist-aid programs, 
including changeable message signs, traffic operations centers, and tow trucks to remove disabled 
vehicles from freeways. 
 
Given the significant decline in call-box usage resulting from an increase in cell-phone ownership, SB 
516 removes the requirement that call-box systems receive first priority for SAFE funds.  Instead, the 
legislation allows SAFE funds to be used for any motorist-aid program, including call-boxes.  The bill 
also adds traveler information systems and other transportation demand management services; 
intelligent transportation systems; and safety-related hazard and obstruction removal to the list of 
eligible SAFE expenditures. 
 
Call boxes are becoming an antiquated technology.  Call volumes from roadside boxes have declined 
significantly not only in the Bay Area, but also in other parts of California.  At the same time, advances 
in intelligent transportation systems and mobile technology have resulted in less expensive motorist-aid 
services becoming more readily available, including phone- and web-based 511 traveler information 
systems, freeway ramp meters, and speed cameras.  SB 516 updates state statutes to reflect this situation.  
The measure gives SAFEs the flexibility to determine the best and most cost-effective way to provide 
motorist-aid services to their respective regions.  Therefore, we respectfully seek your support for SB 
516.  Thank you for your consideration of our request. 



From: Board.Secretary  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2015 1:21 PM 
To: Board.Secretary 
Subject: Mathilda Avenue Improvements at SR 237 and US 101 Project Notice of Preparation 
 
VTA Board of Directors: 
 
Enclosed for your information is the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR)/Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Mathilda Avenue Improvements at SR 
237 and US 101 Project located in the City of Sunnyvale. 
 
Please review the attached file. The 30-day Scoping Period for the EIR/EA started on August 18, 
2015. The deadline for receiving comments on the project scope is 5:00 p.m. on September 16, 
2015. Comments can be sent by email to MathildaAve@vta.org or by mail to: 
 
VTA Environmental Programs and Resources Management 
Attn: Lani Ho                                                                                          
3331 North First Street, Bldg. B-2 
San Jose, CA   95134-1927 
 
As a reminder, the public scoping meeting will be held today, August 27, 2015, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. at the Columbia Middle School, Staff Lounge, at 739 Morse Avenue in the City of 
Sunnyvale.  An open house will begin at 5:30 p.m. followed by a project presentation at 6:00 
p.m.  
 
Please forward this email to any interested party.  If you wish to be included in the project 
distribution list, please email MathildaAve@vta.org with your information.   
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 N. First Street 
San Jose, CA 95134 
408.321.5680 
board.secretary@vta.org 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:MathildaAve@vta.org
mailto:MathildaAve@vta.org
mailto:board.secretary@vta.org
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Notice of Preparation  
of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL PROJECT INFORMATION: 

Introduction 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), in cooperation with the Santa Clara Valley 

Transportation Authority (VTA) and the City of Sunnyvale, propose to improve Mathilda Avenue in the 

City of Sunnyvale from Almanor Avenue to Innovation Way, including on- and off-ramp improvements at 

the State Route (SR) 237/Mathilda Avenue and US 101/Mathilda Avenue interchanges. The Project limits 

are shown in Figure 1. 

Purpose and Need 
The purpose of the Mathilda Avenue Improvements at SR 237 and US 101 Project is to: 

 Reduce congestion and improve traffic operations along Mathilda Avenue and at the SR 

237/Mathilda Avenue and US 101/Mathilda Avenue interchanges.  

 Improve mobility for all travel modes in the area including motor vehicles, transit, bicycles, and 

pedestrians.  

 Provide standard crosswalks and sidewalks along Mathilda Avenue, improving access to local 

destinations such as Moffett Park, the VTA LRT stations, and downtown Sunnyvale.  

The Project is needed for the following reasons: 

 Regional growth and new local development combined with inefficient roadway operations has 

resulted in substantial traffic congestion on Mathilda Avenue. 

 Efficient access for all travel modes into and out of downtown Sunnyvale and development to 

the north of SR 237 is critical to a healthy and sustainable economy. Congestion on Mathilda 

Avenue adversely affects the economic vitality of the City of Sunnyvale. 

Overall, the Project is needed to address several issues in the Project area including roadway 

deficiencies, lack of or discontinuous bicycle and pedestrian access, improvement of local roadway and 

freeway ramp operations, and provision of access to current and future economic development. 

Project Description and Alternatives 
The Project alternatives that were developed to meet the purpose and need of the Project are Build 

Alternative 1, Build Alternative 2, and the No-Build Alternative (refer to Figure 2). Under the No-Build 

Alternative, no changes would be made to the existing local roadways or freeway system within the 

Project limits. No construction activities would occur, and there would be no change in the operations of 

the existing facilities.  

The design features of the two (2) Build Alternatives include reconfiguration of the US 101 and SR 237 
interchanges with Mathilda Avenue. This includes ramp modifications; removal, addition and 
modification of signalized intersections; pavement rehabilitation; and enhanced bicycle and pedestrian 
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facilities. In addition, the Build Alternatives would require modification to utilities, storm water facilities, 
street lighting, ramp metering, and signage. 

Roadway Improvements 

The Build Alternatives would consist of the following roadway improvements: 

 Provide three continuous through lanes in each direction of Mathilda Avenue 

 Remove northbound US 101 loop off-ramp and shift traffic to northbound US 101 diagonal off-ramp 

 Realign and widen northbound ramps and signalize ramp intersection with Mathilda Avenue, and 

construct left-turn lane on southbound Mathilda Avenue to access northbound US 101 loop on-

ramp 

 Realign southbound US 101 off-ramp and loop on-ramp and signalize ramp intersection with 

Mathilda Avenue 

 Modify Mathilda Avenue / Ross Drive signal intersection 

 Close Moffett Park Drive between Bordeaux Drive and Mathilda Avenue and shift traffic to Bordeaux 

Drive and Innovation Way 

 Remove westbound SR 237 ramp signal intersection. Realign westbound SR 237 off-ramp opposite 

Moffett Park Drive and modify signal intersection 

 Build Alternative 1 would modify westbound SR 237 ramps to provide a diamond configuration (see 

Figure 2a) 

 Build Alternative 2 would modify Mathilda Avenue and SR 237 ramps to provide a diverging 

diamond configuration (see Figure 2b and Figure 3). Eastbound Moffett Park Drive between 

Innovation Way and Mathilda Way would be diverted to Innovation Way to access Mathilda Avenue 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 

A Class III bicycle route is proposed on both sides of Mathilda Avenue between Almanor Avenue and 

Innovation Way. The bicycle lanes would connect with the existing signed on-street bicycle route north 

of Innovation Way. Bicycle access would also be maintained on Moffett Park Drive between Bordeaux 

Drive and Innovation Way.  

Continuous sidewalks would be provided along both sides of Mathilda Avenue except on the west side 

of Mathilda between Ross Drive and Moffett Park Drive due to width restrictions at the SR 237 

Undercrossing. Crosswalks would be maintained at Ross Drive and Moffett Park Drive to allow 

pedestrians to cross Mathilda Avenue. New crosswalks at ramp intersections would be signalized. 

Probable Environmental Effects 
Based on preliminary surveys and information, Caltrans has identified the following main subject areas 

for analysis in the EIR. The scope of environmental analysis will be modified based on input from this 

NOP and project scoping. 

Air Quality 

An air quality conformity analysis will be conducted to quantify the effects of the Project on the ambient 
air quality of the project study area and the region. An Air Quality Study Report will be completed and 
summarized in the environmental document along with suggested Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
to reduce impacts to air quality during construction. 
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Biological Resources 

A study will be conducted to determine which wildlife or plant species habitat, if any, are likely to be 
found within the project study area. The environmental document will summarize this study and any 
associated mitigation measures, and include a discussion of trees that could potentially be impacted by 
the Project. 

Community Impacts 

Potential social, economic, public services, land use and growth impacts will be discussed and addressed 
in the environmental document, including potential community concerns during construction of the 
Project. 

Cultural Resources 

Identification and analysis of historic and archaeological resources within or adjacent to the project 
study area will be conducted and addressed in the environmental document.  

Geology and Soils 

A Preliminary Geological Assessment of existing geological conditions (e.g., active faults, landslides, 
liquefiable soils) will be completed and summarized in the environmental document. 

Hazardous Materials 

An Initial Site Assessment will be prepared to determine if the Project has the potential to disturb 
contaminated sites in the project area. The results will determine if testing would be required prior to 
construction and would be summarized in the environmental document. 

Hydrology and Water Quality 

Short and long-term effects of the Project on water quality will be analyzed and summarized in the 
environmental document. This includes temporary water quality impacts resulting from construction 
activities. 

Noise and Vibration 

Current noise levels will be measured and future noise levels will be modeled based on proposed traffic 
operations. Project alternatives will be evaluated to determine if construction or operational noise or 
vibration impacts would occur on nearby land uses and summarized in the environmental document.  

Visual 

An assessment of visual and aesthetic effects (e.g., tree and vegetation removal, lighting) will be 
conducted and summarized in the environmental document.  

Traffic and Transportation 

Traffic analysis will focus on the improvements to operations on Mathilda Avenue that would result 
from the proposed Project.  Potential impacts to bicycle and pedestrian circulation will also be analyzed 
and summarized in the environmental document. 
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